
Civic Centre, Home Gardens, Dartford, Kent, DA1 1DR

To: All Members of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee

A meeting of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee will be held on:

Date: Wednesday 27 June 2018
Time: 7.00 pm
Venue: Civic Centre, Dartford

The Agenda is set out below:

A G E N D A - ADDENDUM 
4. Community Governance Review (Pages 1 - 6) – Addendum

To consider an addendum to the draft recommendations for the 
Community Governance Review for the Borough of Dartford as set 
out in Appendices A to H attached and put forward recommendations 
to the General Assembly of the Council accordingly.





ELECTORAL PROVISIONS SUB‐COMMITTEE 

ADDENDUM  

Following publication of their final recommendations, the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England (LGBCE) has advised that they have identified errors in their report 
(please see attached). These errors are as follows: 

 The number of Parish Councillors for Stone was incorrect in their report for Milestone 
ward (2) and St John’s ward (3). 

 For Darenth Parish Council the ward should have been shown as ‘Darenth Valley’ 
ward not ‘Darenth Park’ Ward in the LGBCE report and maps. 

Neither of these issues affect the proposals for consideration. 

 

ADDITONAL COMMENTS RECEIVED  

 

BEAN PARISH COUNCIL 

A resident has suggested that the northern boundary of the parish should be realigned down 
the centre of the A296 and the A2. 

Although using the centre of roads is preferable, the final ward boundary for Bean and 
Village Park follows this parish boundary line and County Division so it is not recommended 
that it changes so the arrangement remains conterminous. 

 

DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 Darenth Parish Council, at their meeting  held on the 20th May 2018, commented as 

follows:- 
 
1. There is no objection to the renaming of Darenth Park Ward to Darenth Valley 

Ward 
2. Subject to the approval of residents of the Ward the removal of Fleetdown is 

endorsed. 
3. The Council remains of the view as initially expressed that the current Lane End 

and Ladywood Wards would be better served by retaining the two separate 
wards each having a reduced number of members (from four to three) 

 
The Parish Council agreed that Agenda item 4 (Page 17) - Option Two is the one 
preferred and that this would be more beneficial to the residents. 
 

 A local resident commented that the current parish arrangements divided Lunedale 
Road in half and cuts off properties in Swaledale Road from the rest of the road and 
they did not think this was acceptable solution and offered alternatives for the parish 
arrangements, including those properties located to the west of M25 in Fleet Downs 
Ward. 
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The draft proposals have already taken this situation into consideration and 
recommends that Fleet Downs ward is possibility deleted and the area becomes 
unparished resolving this situation. 
 

 A resident has suggested that the LGBCE name of ‘Darenth Wood Ward’ should be 
‘Darenth Park’ for this ward reflecting the residential area on which it is based.  The 
Council’s proposal is ‘Darenth Valley’ for this area which has been supported by the 
Parish Council and has been confirmed by the LGBCE as their final recommendation 
for the name. 
 

 A suggestion has been received that the Lane End Ward proposed by the LGBCE 
should be separated back into Lane End Ward and Ladywood Ward, which have 
been in operation for 30 years and are familiar to the electorate with a representation 
of 4 and 3 councillors. 
 
As set out in the report, the wards cannot remain unchanged, however there are 
options to reintroduce smaller wards in the Council’s proposals that are supported by 
the Parish Council. 
 

 Concern was also received regarding which parish ward Darenth Primary School 
should be included in and that the area of Green Street Green should remain in the 
parish of Darenth.  Both of these concerns have already been addressed in the 
Council’s proposals 
 

 It was suggested that the northern boundary of the parish adjacent to the A296 
should be realigned down the centre.   
 
Although using the centre of roads is preferable, the final ward boundary for Bean 
and Village Park follows this parish boundary line and county division so it is not 
recommended that it changes so the arrangement remains conterminous. 

 
 
LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A request has been received 
that one property at Studley 
Crescent should be 
transferred to Longfield and 
New Barn Parish Council 
from Southfleet Parish 
Council.  Subject to 
consultation, it would be 
sensible that this boundary 
line be amended and form 
part of the draft 
recommendations to 
General Assembly of 
Council  
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SOUTHFLEET PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 A comment has been received that properties in New Barn Road would appear to 
have a closer affinity with New Barn than with Southfleet village. 

 
The Council’s recommendations have not suggested any changes to this boundary, 
but this could be reviewed if requests were made from residents in this area during 
the consultation. 
 

 A suggestion has been received that the wards should be renamed ‘Southfleet’ and 
‘Betsham’. 
 

 It was suggested that the northern boundary of the parish should be realigned down 
the centre of the A2 so that Springhead Nurseries is transferred to Swanscombe & 
Greenhithe Town Council. 

 
Although using the centre of roads is preferable, the final ward boundary follows the 
parish boundary line and county division so it is not recommended that it changes so 
the arrangement remains conterminous. 
  
 

STONE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 A request has been received that the boundary line to the west of the parish should 
be reviewed and consideration be given to extending the parish so that it is in line 
with the borough ward.  This already forms part of the proposals being put to 
members for consideration. 

 
 
SUTTON-AT-HONE & HAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 A resident raised concern that the construction of the M25 has cut a small part of 

Darenth Parish from the rest of the parish and suggested that it should be transferred 
to Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley Parish Council.  This however would mean that the 
parish and boundary lines are not conterminous. 

 
 
SWANSCOMBE & GREENHITHE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 A comment has been received that over the years there have been sporadic requests 
from Greenhithe residents for a separate Greenhithe Parish Council, but they were 
not clear whether there was a current appetite for a separate parish.  This would be 
clarified during the consultation proposed. 
 

 A resident has suggested that the southern and western boundary of the parish 
should be realigned down the centre of roads and around the superstore (Asda). 
 
Although using the centre of roads is preferable, the final ward boundary for local 
Wards follows the parish boundary line and county division so it is not recommended 
that it changes so the arrangement remains conterminous. 
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WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 Wilmington Parish Council have commented on the proposals as follows:  
 
We support Option One excepting that the change of name to Princes Ward remains 
as Orange Tree to more correctly reflect the existing local community identity and 
that Maypole Ward remains as Leyton Cross again to correctly reflect the existing 
local community identity  
 
Joydens Wood - We support the changes proposed with the exception that ALL of 
Bankside Close should be included in the Parish and that the current boundary be 
maintain to ensure inclusion of Faesten Way within the Parish.  

 
 A submission was received concerning the Maypole and Joydens Wood areas and 

that local residents should determine if the arrangements should be amended.  
Suggestions included increasing the parished area, un-parishing or creating new 
parish councils. 
 
No other suggestions were received during the previous consultation stage and 
therefore no other proposals other than amending the western boundary line have 
been proposed at this time.  Members may wish to review this if more requests are 
received during the consultation stage. 

 
 A resident requested that the unparished area that is part of Dartford Heath, south of 

the A2 should become parished.  This area has already been identified and is 
included in the Council’s proposals. 
 

 A suggestion was received that the LGBCE Ward should be named ‘Leyton Cross’ 
instead of ‘Maypole’.  This has already been suggested and is included in the 
Council’s proposals. 
 

 Suggestions have  been received that 
 
-  the northern boundary of Wilmington Parish would be realigned along Oakfield 

Lane, uniting the whole of the Oakfield Park Road in the parish and placing the 
whole of Oakfield Community Primary School in the Parish. 

- that North West Kent College campus and Shears Close should also be included 
in the Wilmington Parish.  

- the boundary line to the north of the parish be amended as it runs through the 
middle of the Lowfield Street shopping parade and properties in Norman Road.  

 
A meeting has been arranged with the Parish Council to discuss these suggestions 
and in consultation with the Chairman, any additional consultation exercises required 
will be advised to the General Assembly of Council. 
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